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From Mtn. Brook
to Vietnam

| Busy athletes get chance to serve, thanks to brainchild of Alabama native

By RAY MELICK
News staff writer

5 the provost at Duke
University, Peter Lange
encourages Duke stu-
dents to think big. But
he's used to seeing E,rea[
ideas that produce limited action
come across his desk every year.

So when Parker Goyer ap-
proached him with an ambitious
plan to take athletes to Vietnam for
a project Gover was calling "Coach
for College," Lange admits his first
thought was, "She's 22 years old.
She has a great idea. But who's
going to do it?"

| A vear later, Lange found out the
answer,

Goyer, a native of Mountain
Brook, not only came up with the
program to take college athletes to
Vietnam to work with middle
school children for two three-week
camps this summer, she raised al-
maost $200,000 to pay for it. And
she applied for an International
Sports Programming Initiative
gaant from the U.5. Department of

te that could be worth $175,000
Or MOTE;

While many of her classmates
spent their spring break this year
on the coast soaking up the sun,
Goyer was visiting Ho Chi Minh
City and Can Tho in Vietnam, lay-
ing the groundwork to come back
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Parker Goyer, who played college tennis as a walk-on for most of
her four years at Duke, will discuss her Coach for College program at
next month's NCAA Leadership Conference.

this summer with two five-person

teams of athletes from both Duke

Eﬂ the University of North Caro-
a.

“She comes up with this idea,
goes out and gets people excited
about it, gets athletes to commit,
raises money from the NCAA, from
UNC, from me and our athletics

department, and figures out how
to make it all happen," Lange said,

And now, the NCAA has asked
her to discuss her program at next
month's NCAA Leadership Confer-
ence, in hope that other student-
athletes will launch such a pro-
gram at their schools,
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mind when she entered Duke
after graduating from Moun-

was one of the top amateur
tennis players in the state and
the South, and helped the
artans win the state tennis
tle as a senior.
Although she was recruited
to pla{gtmni's-hy several
schoaols, Goyer wanted to go

to Duke for academic reasons.
She played college tennis asa

walk-on for most of her four

years.
“My senior year, [ was
lé:l':;ubl:!ed ina club n:'-allali':L
Gitass NiGover sl
“It's dedicated to raisin
awareness of different global
ﬁamble.uis, My faculty adviser

d been to am, and she
wanted to involve Duke ina
project in Vietnam.”

A preliminary trip to Viet-
nam last summer gave Goyer
the idea to bring college ath-
letes to that country to run
camps for students with the
idea of teaching not only
sports, but the application of
sporls (o science, re-
neurship and Engﬁ:{ll:.ep

members after the group
Chi Underground Tunnels in Vietnam.

“I came up with a program Gover had to writeup a
ﬁ:twhnt‘I;Eughtwgs avoid f
in the student-athlete -
‘ence, because student-ath-
letes at college are so re-
.vél::;tﬂzg in ﬂiugr time, they

on't have the opportunity to :
participate in gar%%cts like reg- i
ular students do.

the last part of her senior year

. on the tennis team (o ac-

complish the project, has re-
ceived $60,000 from Lange's
u%ﬂ{;;e. $60,000 ﬁunltzd the oﬁf&m
of Undergraduate Education,
4 $10,000 grant from the Duke:
athletics tlepmtment. a
$10,000 grant from the NCAA
and a §58,000 commitment
from the University of North

Parker Goyer takes a break with fellow Coach for College

icipated in a cultural
ded crawling through the Cu

ukeEngage

proposal and present it as part
of the D

program
$30 million [nitiative that en-
ables Duke unde uates to
apply classroom theories to

Gayer, who had to give up
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“It is remarkable,” Goyer
sald. “I'm 22 years old, and
I'm in frequent contact with
the provost at Duke and the
chancellor of the University of
North Carolina (James
Moeser). A year ago, I'd have
never thought that would be
possible. Fortunately, both
Bt are wiling fo take Hisks

are to
for this project.

Goyer bel she could
not have done this if she had
not been an athlete.

"I had to set and be

stent, like [ was in tennis.

had a lot of failure, but it
made me get back up Lo make
s s e

r 10 years really helped me.

“There were times when
Pete Lange said it wasn't
warth it, there was too much
bureaucracy. But it worked.”

Said Lange, “If it wasn't Par-
ker saying that, I'd say, 'Oh,
that's nice.” But it’s Parker.
She might actually pull it off."
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